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Words for the Wise

chuggim! We cannot wait for gaga, 
tetherball, pizza bagels, tie dye and so 
much more! 

In our winter newsletter, I shared 
the Jewish tradition of reciting the 
Shechecheyanu to mark the start of 
something new, something well worth 
the wait! This year at camp when we 
say this prayer, I think we will all feel 
its meaning a little more. Baruch atah, 
Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
shehecheyanu, v’kiy’manu, v’higiyanu 
laz’man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, 
Sovereign of all, who has kept us alive, 
sustained us, and brought us to this 
season.

So – with gratitude – we welcome you 
to Wise in Chardon.

pandemic. I am incredibly grateful 
to return to the Home of Happiness 
this summer. 

The opening up 
of our facilities 
in Chardon 
marks a return 
to normalcy, 
and it is so 
much more 
special because 
we now know what a 
summer without camp would be like. 
I am grateful to be able to come 
back to camp. I am grateful for 
returning campers. I am grateful for 
new campers. I am grateful for our 
staff. And I am grateful for the ability 
to make camp a safe space for all to 
enjoy. 

Camp may look a little different this 
year. You will notice a large white tent 
outside by the dining hall to double 
the space of our dining area. You will 
notice new handwashing stations 
surrounding the Chadar. We will all 
look a little different with our masks on 
whenever we are with those outside of 
our pod. Some of these changes will 
be easy, hardly noticeable. Others may 
feel pretty different. But all of these 
adjustments will be well worth it in 
order for us all to be together at camp! 

At the same time, camp will be camp! 
We look forward to campfires, s’mores, 
spirit circle, swimming, canoeing and 
hanging out with our friends. We 
look forward to maccabiah, Shabbat 
Chofesh, ropes course, canteen and 
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 “We welcome 
you to Wise in 
Chardon. We’re 
mighty glad 
you’re here.” 
This is the first 
line of our 
welcome song 
that we sing 
an incalculable 

amount of times each summer. We sing 
every time a new staff member joins 
our training. We sing on the first day 
of each session. And almost every time 
a visitor or guest steps on our property, 
they are serenaded by 400 enthusiastic 
campers and staff. I’m thrilled to share 
that we will once again be standing up 
on our benches, singing these words 
as loud as we can, as we welcome 
our community back to the Home of 
Happiness for the 2021 summer!

I recently read an anonymous quote 
that says, “Gratitude turns what we 
have into enough.” This seems fitting, 
as we have all learned to be grateful 
for what we have, even though there 
has been so much loss throughout the 

Camp Wise Welcome Song
We welcome you to Wise in Chardon
We’re mighty glad you’re here
We’ll send the air reverberating
With a mighty cheer (Rah Rah)
We’ll sing you in, we’ll sing you out
We’ll fill your mouth with sauerkraut,
Hail, hail, the gang’s all here
With a welcome to Camp Wise!

By Rachel Felber, Director, Camp Wise
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Many of us recently 
finished celebrating 
Passover, the holiday 
wherein 2020 we 
all learned how to 
celebrate for the first 
time amidst a global 
pandemic. Many of 
us finished our seders 
with some variant 
of the phrase, “This 
year on Zoom, next 
year back together 

in person.” Most of us could not imagine a 
second virtual Passover, yet that is where we 
found ourselves this year.

Silver Linings and Learnings
Throughout this pandemic, I have spoken 
a lot about finding the “silver linings” – all 
the positives that have come from the past 
year – like celebrating holidays with relatives 
across the country and even across the world! 
I recently attended a conference where I was 
introduced to the expression “silver learnings” 
– these are all the new skills and all the new 
creative ways we have learned to do things 
out of necessity this past year. While many 
of us may not have been excited about a 
second virtual Passover, the silver lining was 
that we could take all our silver learnings from 
2020 to make it an incredibly meaningful and 
wonderful holiday experience.

Change is hard. As humans we are creatures 
of habit, and this is especially true at camp 
where doing something three times makes 
it a tradition for all time. Out of necessity to 
keep us safe and healthy, there are going to 
be many changes to camp this summer. But 
like realizing we can have our favorite relatives 
at our Passover seder no matter how far away 
they live (a tradition many of us will keep up 
on Zoom even when we can fill our dining 
rooms again), some of our new favorite camp 
traditions may come from the silver learnings 
of this summer. And that is a silver lining indeed!

Looking forward to many silver linings and 
silver learnings this summer!

Kobe is synonymous with basketball in the 
U.S. but at Camp Wise we have Kobi!

Recently, CW took some time to get to know 
one of our many Shlichim (Israeli staff) who will 
be joining us at the Home of Happiness this 
summer. 

Name: Kobi Yaakov Meshulam

Position at Camp: Basketball Specialist

Age: 21

Birthday: September 24 (his birthday is one 
month and one day after Kobe Bryant’s).

Birth city: Arad, Israel

Current residence: Arad, Israel

Is there a meaning for your name? My 
middle name is Yaakov and I am named after 
my grandfather.

How many siblings? Three younger sisters

What did you do in the IDF? I was originally 
a combat soldier before dislocating my 

Kobi Yaakov Meshulam

shoulder. I then began to work in human 
resources. I was in charge of 15 soldiers in 
Golani.

Why did you want to come to camp? 
Because it is a great place with great people.

What do you want to do after camp? I plan 
to go to New York City for a week!

Besides basketball, what do you like to do 
in your free time? My second love is football 
(American soccer) and I recently started 
throwing a boomerang with my friends (and it 
works just like in the movies).

Staff Spotlight

Rabbi Shana Nyer – 
Jewish Educator

How would your friends describe you? 
Funny, Happy and Kind-hearted.

What are you most looking forward to at 
camp? I want to have fun all over camp 
with anything I do. For basketball, I want to 
work with the campers and show each other 
what we know about basketball and help 
each other become great! For those taking 
basketball, Kobi plays the 2/3 position and 
loves to shoot three-pointers.

Tells us one fun fact about you. 
I love Xbox!

Picture 
Perfect

Our 2019 SIT (Staff In 
Training) group, many of 

whom are coming to camp 
this summer as staff! 
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Wise Madness
The CW Alumni Committee recently held 
its 3rd annual Wise Madness fundraiser 
in March 2021. Over the past two years, 
the Wise Madness campaign has become 
a flagship engagement and fundraising 
initiative powered by the Camp Wise Alumni 
Committee. This year was no exception. 

This year, 59 alumni and friends participated 
and 59 brackets were entered.

The 2021 Wise Madness winners were 
announced in early April and are:

1st place: Jake Simon 
2nd place: The Mendelsohn Family 
3rd place: Zach Marlin

We are proud to announce that the Wise 
Madness fundraiser raised $2,783.00. Paired 
with support from The Thomases Foundation 
and the All Together Now Matching Grant*, 
we raised a total of $6,174! This money will 
be used to invest in the experience and 
professional development of the SIT (Staff In 
Training) program.

The All Together Now Matching Grant 
program is made possible through JCamp 
180®, a program of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation.

The SIT Program is a rite-of-passage in the 
Camp Wise community for teenagers who are 
transitioning from being campers to becoming 
staff members. They gain leadership, 
professional and life skills through training, 
educational programming, community 
workshops, mentoring and internship-like 
rotations where they learn how to: care for 
children; facilitate age-appropriate, inclusive, 
experiential activities; manage and plan 
camp-wide programs for 500+ campers over 
the course of the summer; and develop and 
implement a hands-on stewardship project. 
Given the structure of the SIT Program, its 
success impacts all of camp, as our SITs 
participate in counselor and specialist rotations 
where they assist and support our staff in 
taking care of our campers and facilitating 
programming. In addition, the Tikkun Olam 
Project involves designing and building a 
new community space in the camp for cabin 
groups and activity groups to meet and utilize 
for activities.

Covid Update
Stay up to date on our summer 
operations. Visit www.campwise.org/
covid to learn about our plan to keep 
our Camp Wise Community safe this 
summer.

Alumni Happenings
We have a lot of exciting events coming up 
for our CW alumni! Get ready for warmer days 
filled with Camp Wise love. 

IMPACT DAYS!

Impact Days are back! Alumni and Families are 
invited to join the year-round team at 13164 
to give back to Camp! 

Sunday, May 2 • 9am - noon 
Sunday, May 2 • 2-5pm 
Sunday, May 16 • 2-5pm

We’ll hear an update from Felber, our camp 
director, about the state of camp and the 
plans for a summer the campers and staff 
won’t forget.

We will then head out to work on projects 
intended to help get camp ready for the 
summer season. We’ll be preparing gardens, 
cabins, clearing trails and much more! Impact 
day will look a bit different this year. Sign 
ups are required in order to create a safe 
environment for all our volunteers. We hope 
you’ll join us! To sign up, please register via 
www.campwise.org/impactday.

STAFF SUPPORT

Our staff have committed to being a part of 
our camp bubble to ensure the health and 
safety of everyone.

This commitment comes with some 
challenges, one of them being that our staff 
will not be able to take a traditional day off, at 
home and in their own beds. 

Camp will be providing our staff a place to 
take a break from the camp environment, 
relax, sleep and recharge while on their days 
off all while maintaining the integrity of our 
bubble. However, to maintain our bubble, staff 

will not be able to visit their homes, friends, 
and family who live out of the camp bubble.

Our amazing Alumni Committee has worked 
together to support our summer staff during 
their time off through a variety of ways. We 
invite you to be a part of our summer team 
by volunteering to support our amazing staff!

1.  Meal Train – Alumni can sign up to cook 
or deliver a meal to staff during their days 
off. More details can be found here: 
www.mealtrain.com/trains/d1kd5l

2.  Slush fund – If you are out of town or 
unable to assist with the meal train, we will 
be collecting money for a slush fund. This 
money will be used to purchase catered 
meals and additional snacks for the staff. 
Donations can be made to Jennie Becker’s 
Venmo @JennieBecker7316

If you have any further questions, please 
contact Amy Filzer Kalk at philzer301@ 
aol.com or Jennie Post Becker at 
jennie.r.post@gmail.com.

 CAN’T MAKE IT TO 
CHARDON IN MAY?
You can still support camp from home in 
these two ways!

1. Make a tax-deductible donation to 
Camp Wise. All gifts will be eligible for 
matching dollars made possible by The 
All Together Now Matching Grant. Click 
here to donate!

2. Purchase an item or two off of our  
Amazon Wish List and give back to CW 
with the purchase of supplies needed for 
the summer.

Our Amazing Staff

mailto:philzer301%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:philzer301%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:jennie.r.post%40gmail.com?subject=
https://support.mandeljcc.org/give/294104/#!/donation/checkout
https://support.mandeljcc.org/give/294104/#!/donation/checkout
https://a.co/7H3V9cE


4 camp wise news | spring 2021

Coco: Forever a Camp Icon 

 ARE YOU A FIRST-TIME 
CAMPER AND WANT  
TO EXPLORE CAMP WISE?
Register for one of our first-time family 
tours! Meet our leadership team, some 
of our summer staff and take a tour of 
our facilities! Registration is required, so 
please visit www.campwise.org/tours 
to sign up!
Dates:  Sunday, May 9: 

9am- noon or 2-5pm 
Sunday, May 16: 
9am- noon

Location: Camp Wise
Questions: wisekids@mandeljcc.org 
(216) 593-6250

Women’s Shabbat & 
Women’s Day

Friday, August 20 & Saturday, August 21 

Relax, unplug and have a blast at Women’s 
Shabbat and Women’s Day at Camp Wise.

Outdoor Fun Days
Happening throughout August and 

September 

Enjoy a half day out at camp during  
Outdoor Fun Days! Filled with fresh air, 

good vibes and great fun!

Family Camp
Thursday, August 12 – Sunday, August 15 

AND 
Friday, August 27 – Sunday, August 29 

Thinking about a camp for a future camper 
or just want to have a fabulous weekend with 

your family? Family Camp is for you! 

FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

Stay Tuned for More Information

loved spending time with Coco and sharing 
the Home of Happiness with her. While she 
will be deeply missed, we are grateful for the 
time we had with Coco and for everything 
she brought into the lives of all who knew her. 

Coco Felber, our beloved camp dog, 
crossed the rainbow bridge this winter. 
Coco was an icon at camp – always 
greeting campers and families alike. A  
true Texas girl, Coco loved the heat and 
could be seen sunning herself on the hottest 
days of the summer! Coco proudly earned 
her seven-year shirt, having spent nine 
summers at the Home of Happiness since 

Felber returned to Cleveland 
and Camp Wise in 2012.

Coco, like our campers, was 
most at-home at Camp Wise. 
In her younger years, she loved 
to accompany campers as they 
walked around camp. In more 
recent years, Coco could be 
seen on ‘walks’ with Felber, 
where she was actually in her 
red wagon while Felber pulled 
her along.

               In her many years,  
                  Coco survived 
                     multiple injuries 
                       and illnesses      

                                             and always 
                                              bounced back, 
                                              teaching all 
   who knew her 
               about the true 
             meaning of 
        resilience. She was 
                               an amazing companion, 
friend and mascot. Campers and staff alike 
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Trivia Night
Chad Aronson 
Liza Aronson 
Rachel Adams 
Jamie Babin
Laura Baghetti
Jennie & Ben Becker
Meredith Belman
Ilana Long Blatt
Adam Blimbaum
Cori Bloch 
Lucy Cahn & Jonny 
Bolton 
Rachel Braun
Jodie & Seth Bromberg
Bess Brown
Stacey Ehrenberg & 
 David Buchner
Isaac Cadesky
Rachel Cahn
Hannah Caplan
Sarah Caplan
Brian Chessin
Sara Chinsky
Heidi & Loren Chylla
Jodi Cohen
Maya Cohen
Jake Cole
Alex Collins
Rebecca Copeland
Carly Day
Marissa Dennis
Eliana Dobres
Ethan Dobres
Deidera Edwards
Mitchell Ehrenberg
Isaac Einstein
Lisa Eisenberg
Charels Ekstein
Anders & Mats Engdahl
Rebecca Entel
Kari Semel & Andrew 
 Exler
Michael Post & Jordan 
 Forman
Julia Leb & Alan Gecht
Josh & Amanda Goldberg
Sara Federman & Sam 
Goldman
Neal Felstein
Caity Lehman & Scott 
 Figler

Jacqueline Friedman
Jess Friedman
Rachel & Scott Gleitman
Andrea Baer Goldberg & 
 Adam Goldberg
Jennifer Goldberg
Matthew Golden
Elena Gloger
Michael Goldman
Nick Goldman
Alex Goodman
Ethan Goodman
Lindsey Guth
Lesley Gordon
Alex Grubb
Julia Friedman
Jamie & Max Garber
Jenn Gold
Cydney Goldberg
Isaac Hecker
Gay Heit
Jeff Hensien
Jacob Hervey
Elise Jaffe
Emily Josephson
Mitchell Josephson
Sydney & Adam 
 Josephson
Amy Filzer Kalk
Marissa Kantor
Lindsay Kattan
Brad Kleinman
Lizzie Kohler
Matt Krantz
Julia Leavitt
David & Shaina Leb
Jamie & Benjamin Light
Mimi Light
Ashley & Mike London
Jordin Luxenberg
Andrew Mann
Jordan Marks
Zach Marlin
Evan Meles
Maxine Middleton
Lindsay Migdal
Arielle Miller
Lainie Minkoff
Sean Morgan
Katie Moscowitz
Jodi Moskowitz
Seth Osnowitz

Rob Port
Ruthie Pincus & Family
Sam Radwany
Jodi Bloomfield 
Richardson
Meghan Rienks
Hannah Rinehardt
Celena Ritchey
Allie Robbins
Julie Robbins
Leslie Robbins
Kelly & Gil Rubanenko
Lauren Rubin
Rachel Rubin
Sophie Ruttenberg
Rachel Rzepka
Georgia Lewis & Andrew 
 Saltzman
Jackson Scaglione
McKinzey & Michael Saig
Alyssa Sands
Amanda Seiger
Becca Semel
Jessica & Alan Semel
MaryAnn & Gary Shamis
Marty & Haleigh Shankle
Josh Shankman
Gabe Shapera
Nate Shiffman
Ivy Shtull
Abby Bruell & Yoshi 
 Silverstein
Abby Kaufman & Molly 
 Smemo
Becky Lord & Ben 
 Stallsmith
Lily Steiger
Jon &  Darby Miller 
 Steiger
Eli & Melissa Steinberger
Tivon Sterin
Max Steiger
Dan Stein
Jon Stein
Andrea & Sid 
 Steinberger
Staci Steinberger
Ann Stallsmith
Abby Teitelbaum
Alex Temple
Aaron Terkel
Jessie Bruder & Aaron 
 Tevlowitz
Heidi Tolchinsky
Jessica Traeger

Benji Trangle
Kari Traugott
Aemi Rothenberg Tucker 
 & Steven Tucker
Sydney Turoff
Sydney Ungar
Jason Wachs
Kate Sheridan & Michael 
 Wallenstein
Alexis Weiss 
Lindsay Weiss 
Matthew Weiss
Morgan Weiss
Emily Weisblatt
Matt Weisman
Rachel Weisman
Rachel Armin Williams
Evette Yedid
Mark Young
Lori & Lev Yudovich
Ally Zabell
Benjamin Zober

Camper 
Scholarship 
Brent Adler 
Cathy & Paul Becker  
 – IMO Meryl Ettinger 
Joshua Beren 
Columbus Jewish 
 Federation
Melvin & Eleanor Galin 
Family Foundation
Matthew Golden
Lesley Gordon
Dana Kessner
Sherri Koppel
Lee Korland
Dustin Kress
Matthew Levy
Barry Marlin
Danielle Nathan
Jessie Paley
Heather Ross-Lowenstein
Sonni Senkfor
Kari Traugott

Amazon Wish List 
Donations
Kate Grishkan 
Noah Grishkan 
Dasi Ginnis Kimble  
Amy Williams

Wise Madness 2021
Lee Appel 
Noah Appel 

James Bacon 
Mitchell Baer 
Jennie Becker
Scott Bilsky 
Cori Bloch
Mara Tencer Block
Adam Bloom
Rachel Braun
Jonathan Brown
Jessie Bruder 
Abby Bruell 
Hannah Caplan
Brian Chessin
Heidi & Loren Chylla 
Rebecca Copeland
Hannah Davidoff
Mindy Davidson
Rachel Felber
Traci Felder
Josh Goldberg
Lindsey Guth
Jonathan Hausman
Isaac Hecker
Adam Josephson
Lindsay Kattan
Abby Kaufman
Joshua Levy
Deborah Lewis
Nina Light
Jordin Luxenberg
Zach Marlin
Evan Meles 
Hannah Mendelsohn
Jessie Paley
Matthew Paley
Sarah Phillips
David Rockwell
Gil Rubanenko
Kim Salama
Alan Semel
Sarah Senkfor
Marty Shankle
Jake Simon
Jenny Slate
Jon Miller Steiger
Alison Tannenbaum
Rachel Teitelbaum
Sydney Ungar
Marc Wolf
Jonathan Wynbrandt
Beth Young
Mark Young
Marion Young
Nancy & Rob 
 Zimmerman

This past year has been difficult for everyone. 
We are so thankful to the outpouring of 
support from donors near and far who have 
continued to help support our mission, 
ensuring that future generations of campers 
can experience a summer at 13164 Taylor 
Wells Road. 

A Very Special “Todah Rabah”  
TO ALL OF OUR MOST RECENT CAMP WISE DONORS!

We are grateful to have yet again received 
the All Together Matching Grant made 
possible through JCamp 180, a program 
of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. 

All donations will receive a match of $1 for 
every $2 raised.

TO
DONATE,

CLICK
HERE

We are overwhelmed with gratitude to 
our entire community of donors and 
to the Harold Grinspoon Foundation 
for believing in the power and 
the importance of the Camp Wise 
experience. Todah rabah!

https://support.mandeljcc.org/give/294104/#!/donation/checkout


Chalutzim Supervisor 
Emily Weisblatt
Hometown: Jacksonville, FL
Years at Camp: 14
College/Major: Florida State 

University (Elementary Education)
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
Red peppers at all hours of the day, and I love 
them for dessert. 
How would your friends describe you in 
three words? Spunky, loyal, adventurous 
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? I moved to Europe to 
teach and never looked back. 

Ohalim Supervisor 
Josh Levy
Hometown: Columbus, OH
Years at camp: 14
College/Major: Case 

Western Reserve University (Master’s of Social 
Work)
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
I love putting maple syrup on ice cream!
How would your friends describe you in 
three words? Enthusiastic, spontaneous, quirky
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? Hopefully, it’ll say where I 
was when the Browns won the Super Bowl.

Ohalim Supervisor 
Leia Withee
Hometown: Columbus, OH
Years at camp: 14
College/Major: The Ohio 

State University (Master’s of Social Work)
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
Cream cheese and pickles on an everything 
bagel
What’s your must-have at camp? My water 
bottle, crazy creek and backpack full of fidget 
toys
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? 8-year-old me would have 
never guessed that 14 years after I was given 
a violin for my birthday, I would be graduating 
from a music performance program.

What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? I think it’d say that I 
love teaching (I’m currently studying Early 
Childhood Education to get my Pre-K - 5th 
teaching license) because of my experience 
as a staff member at Camp Wise and I am so 
extremely grateful for it! 

Tosafot Supervisor 
Ellie Shafron
Hometown: Cleveland, OH 
Years at camp: 10
College/Major: College of 

Wooster (Psychology)
What meal would you bring to camp if you 
could? I would bring a nice dinner style quiche 
to camp as a new meal.
How would your friends describe you in 
three words? Passionate, funny, spunky
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? It would be a reading 
break for the audience and would instead be 
an intricate but soothing coloring page.

SIT Supervisor 
Ryan Singer
Hometown: Cleveland, OH
Years at camp: 15
College/Major: Savannah 

College of Art and Design (Master’s in Film and 
Television)
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
Mac and Cheese and ketchup
How would your friends describe you in 
three words? Wild, meticulous, friendly
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? I’m an extra in the big war 
movie, Devotion, that comes out next year.

Horseback Riding 
Supervisor 
Emma Rehfeld
Hometown: Chicago, IL
Years at Camp: 1

College/Job: Williams Wood University 
(Equine Education)
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
A1 on everything!
What meal would you bring to camp if you 
could? Indian food (specifically chicken tikka 
masala).
How would your friends describe you in 
three words? Bubbly, vivacious, outgoing

Noar Supervisor 
Bec Wightman
Hometown: Sydney, 
Australia
Years at camp: 5

Job: Marketing at a nonprofit
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd?
I loooove eating dry ramen. Just that flavor 
packet on the dry noodles. Yes, please. It’s a 
perfect snack, who needs the water?
What meal would you bring to camp if you 
could? Aussie meat pies and sausage rolls. And 
some chips (fries) with chicken salt. You guys 
don’t know what you’re missing out on! 
How would your friends describe you in 
three words? Showers a lot. 

Noar Supervisor 
Carly Chessin
Hometown: Cleveland, OH
Years at camp: 13
College/Major: University of 

Miami (Criminology)
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
Oreos dipped in peanut butter
What meal would you bring to camp if 
you could? It would be shish kabobs mostly 
because it’s fun to say
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? It would probably be 
talking about camp because I absolutely love it 
and can’t wait to be back this summer!

Solel Supervisor 
Maya Cohen
Hometown: Cleveland, OH 
Years at camp: 14
College/Major: The Ohio 

State University (Early Childhood Education)
What meal would you bring to camp if you 
could? I would bring a “Make Your Own” 
Mediterranean bowl, because that’s one of my 
favorite things to eat. It could include falafel, 
lentils, rice, salad mix, hummus, pita, roasted 
veggies (such as eggplant, cauliflower, carrots, 
and more) and different sauces to go with it.
What’s your must-have at camp? My first 
thought was a speaker because I love playing 
music throughout the day. However, this year I 
purchased a “Comfy,” which is a mix of a huge 
blanket and sweatshirt that I can’t wait to wear 
at night this summer by the campfire. If you 
don’t have one, it’s a must-have!
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Camp Wise All Stars: Summer 2021



Pool Supervisor 
Fraser Somers
Hometown: Manchester, UK
Years at camp: 5
Job: Actor/performer

What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
I could happily put peanut butter on and in 
everything! I went through a phase of putting 
peanut butter in my pasta sauce. Only stopped 
because I stopped having pasta. 
What meal would you bring to camp if you 
could? Smoothie bowls with loads of granola
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? You’re still reading this? 

Lake Supervisor 
Jonah Rubanenko
Hometown: Cleveland, OH 
Years at camp: 7
College/Major: University of 

Cincinnati (Organizational Leadership)
What meal would you bring to camp if you 
could? Anything but the potato bar
What’s your must-have at camp? Good 
weather (no storms this summer, please!)
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? Finally, back in Israel!

Art Shack and Performing 
Arts Supervisor 
Lexi Sussman
Hometown: Cleveland, OH
Years at camp: 15

College/Major: Miami University (Graphic 
Design)
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
Ketchup and a ridiculous amount of black 
pepper
What meal would you bring to camp if you 
could? Tik Tok Feta Pasta
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? Page 237 of my 
autobiography would be blank. I have so much 
more of my life to live and page 237 hasn’t 
happened yet. I love to live life and can’t wait 
until that moment comes. 

Jewish Educator 
Rabbi Shana Nyer
Hometown: Cleveland, OH
Years at camp: 14
Job: Director of Lifelong 

Learning at Suburban Temple-Kol Ami
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
Pizza with pineapple and onion
What’s your must-have at camp? My multi-
colored set of flair pens – really my must-have 
anywhere!
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? Having worked hard 
for many years doing what I love – teaching 
learners of all ages the importance of figuring 
out what makes you special and then 
using those gifts to leave the world better 
than you found it – I was now enjoying my 
retirement, sharing my favorite stories with my 
grandchildren.

Social Worker 
Amy Filzer Kalk
Hometown: Solon, OH
Profession: I have been a 
social worker for the last 17 

years. I was the first CW social worker back in 
2004! 
What meal would you bring to camp if you 
could? Chinese food – give me all the stir fry! 
How would your friends describe you in 
three words? Funny, dependable, loyal 
What’s your must-have at camp? Always must 
have a full outfit, with bandana in every color to 
be prepared to be on ANY Maccabiah team. I 
take Maccabiah VERY seriously!

Health Center Manager 
Cassandra Wood
Hometown: Cleveland, OH
Years at camp: 1
College/Major: I am a 

fourth-year nursing student hoping to go into 
pediatric nursing when I graduate.
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? I 
highly recommend Goldfish crackers dipped in 
chocolate pudding. It is a beautiful mix of salty 
and sweet.
What’s your must-have at camp? You will 
never see me without my water bottle and 
friendship bracelet string!
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? I am estimating that page 
237 would be covering my late 40s. In this 
particular period, I believe that will be reading 
the Harry Potter series for the 46th time.

Teva Supervisor 
Josh Dennis
Hometown: London, UK
Years at camp: 2
Job/University: Charity 

director and studying product design
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
Chocolate on anything!
What’s your must-have at camp? Chocolate!
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? Chapter 5, my love of 
chocolate!

Media Manager 
Shira Saunders
Hometown: Youngstown, 
OH
Years at camp: 8

Job: Pursuing an illustration career
What’s a food combination that you love 
that a lot of people might find a little odd? 
Hot sauce on pancakes. Soooo good! 
What’s your must-have at camp? The biggest 
water bottle I can find. 
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? “I spent my 20s like I 
did the rest of my early years, obsessed with 
animals and just wanting to be at summer 
camp.” 

Ropes/Sports Supervisor 
Adam Cohen
Hometown: Cleveland, OH 
Years at camp: 17
What’s a food combination 

that you love that a lot of people might 
find a little odd? I make a Thai soup called 
“tom kha gai” with coconut milk, chicken, lime 
leaves, lemon grass, galangal (it’s like ginger), 
lime leaves, Thai chilies, mushrooms and onions. 
How would your friends describe you in 
three words? Fun, unfiltered, lighthearted
What would page 237 of your 
autobiography say? This page was left 
intentionally blank by the author because he is 
NOT 237 pages interesting :)
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“I’m tryin’ to tell you something about my life...”

C.I.T.s (Campers in Training)

Camp Wise Alum Years at Camp Future Camper
Jessie Bruder 2006-2011 Aiden Tevlowitz

Rachel Weinstein 2018-2019 MacKenzie Weinstein

Alye Shankman 1998-2006 Emmett Lipp

Abby Kaufman & 
Molly Smemo

Abby: 1997-2011, 2016-2020 
Molly: 2011, 2017-2019

Ella Kaufman Smemo

B’nai Mitzvah
We are proud of you, I said we are proud of you... uh!
When someone at Camp Wise celebrates a big day, we all stand 
on our benches and cheer about it! Here is a big CW cheer for 
all those campers who, with their families, have celebrated their 
B’nai Mitzvah since our last newsletter. Please let us know if we’ve 
missed you and we will include you in our next issue.

Aiden Tevlowitz

Emmett Lipp Ella Kaufman 
Smemo

MacKenzie Weinstein

Coleman Eschenbrenner 
Reuben Krieger 
Alissa Monahan 
Bethany Weisberg 
Griffin Preisler
Madeline Beynenson
Jordan Novak
Jackson Goodman

Please let us know when any Camp Wise alumnus welcomes a new 
baby and we will send them a Future Camper onesie.

Be in touch!
Summer:
13164 Taylor Wells Road
Chardon, OH 44024
216.593.6250

Fall, Winter & Spring:
26001 South Woodland Road
Beachwood, OH 44122
216.593.6250

www.campwise.org  •  wisekids@mandeljcc.org

Mandel Jewish Community Center of Cleveland
26001 South Woodland Road • Beachwood, Ohio 44122
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