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Words for the Wise
Rainy days at camp can be a major 
disruption. The best laid out plans 
can be thwarted by an unanticipated 
thunderstorm. Though we can usually see 
a storm brewing, that doesn’t always mean 
we welcome it when it arrives. For you see 
Camp probably had exciting plans for the 
day. Perhaps it was a birthday celebration 
at the pool or a crazy-go-nuts paint party 
evening program. Though the staff planned 
for inclement weather, and back-up plans 
can always allow us to move activities safely 
indoors, it is never an equal replacement 
for what was planned outside. 

Sometimes, the replacement is even better!

Ask anyone who has been caught in some 
stormy weather at camp and they’ll have 
tons of stories of disruption. But for every 
story of disruption there is likely to be a 
remarkably memorable story as well. Rainy 
weather builds community. The entire 
camp is “stuck” in the chadar (dining 
hall) and the sound of our singing voices 
becomes louder than the storm. Back in 
the cabin, counselors take advantage of the 
extra time as a bunk, to lead meaningful 
conversations, facilitate card tournaments, 
or open up a cabin-spa! We learn to 
embrace the rain and by doing so we take 
a hard moment and make it beautiful.

You can find rain and storms all over Jewish 
wisdom and teachings. For many, the first 
thing that may come to mind is, the story of 
Noah and his ark. We read in Genesis that 
it rained for 40 days but that the waters 
were rough for much longer. In fact Noah 
was quarantined out on the water for an 
entire year, isolated with only his family and 
a bunch of zoo animals – sound familiar?

Sometimes it feels like the last four months 
have been one really long rainy day, or an 
entire year spent on an ark. On one hand, 

and a reminder that following a storm 
there will be beauty. Each individual in our 
Camp Wise Community contributes to our 
rainbow. Thank you for being a part of the 
fabric of our family and for adding color to 
our world!  A

our best laid out plans for summer had 
to be canceled. And on the other hand, 
we have found that the last four months 
allowed our community to grow even 
stronger despite being distant from the 
Home of Happiness. Just like rainy days 
at camp can be really special, there have 
been countless special moments shared 
with our camp community over the last few 
months. Communal Shabbats livestreamed 
with more than 150 campers, parents, staff, 
and alumni filling our screen, 2019 bunk 
reunions over zoom, and donations from 
over 200 individuals are all reminders of the 
strength of our CW Community.

When Noah made it safely back on dry 
land, he makes an agreement, a covenant 
with G-d. With this covenant, we also 
receive the rainbow. The rainbow serves 
as reminder of Noah’s covenant with G-d, 
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When thinking of camp, one tends to shy 
away from using the terms technology, virtual, 
or digital. However, when we found ourselves 
in unchartered territory in March – working 
from home and not with each other – we knew 
camp needed to expand beyond its forested 
walls to be able to reach our beloved camp 
families. Together, with you, we embarked 
on a journey to embrace the terms virtual 
programming in our virtual village, Zoomar. 
Shout out to Mal Chylla and Abe Katz, SITs 
2020, for coining this term!

With help from our dedicated counselors 
and staff, we created programs and events 
for our campers and our community that 
generated a new type of camp magic, which 
could be felt from the comforts of our homes. 
You have welcomed us into your kitchens 
during delicious ‘outdoor cooking’ lessons 
and Chopped competitions, into your living 
rooms during meaningful Shabbat services, 
and into your backyards during village 
campfires. Campers have been able to see 
old counselors and fellow campers during 
a time that is typically swallowed up with 
spring busyness. Within all of these events, 
the laughter, conversation, and singing tells 

Welcome to Zoomar
OUR CW VIRTUAL VILLAGE

us that the relationships created at camp 
extend beyond our gate. Our hearts and 
our calendars have been full throughout this 
time, and we look forward to continuing to 
meet in Zoomar!

Future Events
The fun won’t stop with the start of the summer! 
Summer events will include:

• Village Campfires – Campers have 
expressed enjoying the more laidback nature 
of a village campfire, which provides the 
opportunity to hang out with fellow campers 
and staff members in a virtual space. These will 
take place weekly during the evening hours. 

• Shabbat Services – Coming together as 
a camp community at the end of the week 
to celebrate Shabbat is important to us. Be 
sure to check the calendar to see the dates 
that we will be holding Friday services and/or 
Havdalah.  

• Activity Programs – Our staff will create 
and lead interactive, 45-minute activities 
throughout the week. These activities will 
resemble our activities at camp – teva, arts 
& crafts, sports, cultural and performing arts, 

evening programs, song sessions, and more! 

Thank you to all of the families who were able 
to fill out our virtual programming survey. 
Your feedback has helped us in our planning. 
As always, continue to check the Events 
Page on our website for the most up-to-date 
happenings.

Navigating this situation has not been without 
its challenges, yet we recognize how special 
it has been to see familiar faces before the 
start of the traditional camp season! Seeing 
campers and staff, even virtually, provides us 
with the extra energy and ruach needed to 
get through this time. Even though Camp 
Wise will look different this summer, we hope 
you embark on this new adventure with us. 
Being a camper (or staff member) in Zoomar is 
surely a once-in-a-lifetime experience!  A

Camper Marc Rosen enjoys his virtual Baking with Beth session where he made s’more sushi

SUPPORT CW BY ADDING THIS CW CREWNECK TO YOUR WARDROBE

Carry the 
Camp Wise spirit 
with you 
this summer!
We have stock remaining from our winter 
swag sale, and would love for our campers, 
staff, parents, and alumni to wear this 
special sweatshirt honoring our favorite CW 
night song! This crewneck is Bella + Canvas 
Ultra Soft Crewneck in Heather Navy Blue.

Cost: $50 (includes taxes) 
Shipping costs not included. Local orders will be 
delivered by a CW team member!

$50
TO ORDER: www.campwise.org/sweatshirtorder
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One day a rabbi and 
a soap maker went 
for a stroll when the 
soap maker abruptly 
turned to the rabbi 
and asked, “What 
good is religion? We 
have had religion for 
thousands of years. But 
everywhere you look 
there is evil, corruption, 
dishonesty, injustice, 

pain, hunger, and violence. So, I ask you, what 
good is it?”

The rabbi did not answer but continued 
walking with the soap maker. They 
approached a playground where children, 
covered in dust, were playing in the dirt.

“There is something I don’t understand,” the 
rabbi said. “Look at those children. We have 
had soap for thousands of years, and yet 

Shana Says: Tikkun Olam
those children are filthy. What good is soap?”

The soap maker replied, “But rabbi, it isn’t fair 
to blame soap for these dirty children. Soap 
has to be used before it can accomplish its 
purpose.”

The rabbi smiled and said, “Exactly. And so it 
is with religion.  We can teach it, and people 
can say they learned it, but until they have 
used it, it cannot make a positive difference in 
the world.”

This summer we were planning to put our 
Jewish learning to use and make a positive 
difference in the world as we examined 
our core value of Tikkun Olam, repairing 
what is broken in our world.  Last summer 
we discovered what it meant to be created 
b’tzelem Elohim, in God’s image.  By focusing 
on Tikkun Olam, we learn what it means to live 
up to that responsibility, through social action, 
social justice, and shomerei ha’adamah (being 
guardians of our earth). Because this summer 

is different from all others, we will continue 
our deep dive into tikkun olam next summer 
as we put our learning into action and work to 
make a difference one mitzvah at a time. 

In the meantime, we can all think about 
tikkun olam in our homes and in our own 
communities. We can make cards to deliver to 
nursing homes for people who may not have 
visitors right now. We can donate to our local 
food banks. We can recycle in our homes. We 
can support small businesses. We can stay 
in touch with friends and family, especially 
those who may be isolated. And we can give 
recognition to those essential workers keeping 
our communities running. 

Let us know what other ideas you have or 
other opportunities you have found for tikkun 
olam by emailing wisekids@mandeljcc.org. 
We cannot wait to see what you can do in 
your own communities and what we can 
accomplish together next summer.  A

Camp Wise is my home 
away from home. It is 
where I have learned a lot 
about myself and have 
been able to personally 
grow. That is why when 
I was thinking of a bar 
mitzvah project, I wanted 

to incorporate Camp Wise. I thought of how 
I wanted everyone, regardless of his or her 
income, to be able to experience camp. 
So, instead of asking for gifts, I asked for 
donations that would go towards providing 
camp scholarships. Unfortunately, things 
change and this year camp is cancelled for 
the first time in over 110 years. This got me 
thinking about the donations I received for 
my Bar Mitzvah and how I wanted to make 
sure, that generations after me would get to 
experience the same “Home of Happiness.” 
I went back and forth, on whether I should 
make a slight change to the fund. In the 
end, I decided to donate a portion of my 
fund to keep camp around for all campers. 
Camp Wise has given me a lot over the 
years: some of my best friends, memories, 
and some unforgettable experiences. I am 
glad I was able to give back. 

Mitchell Cohen Rachel Braun
I spend any free time 
I get in the summer 
planted in my Crazy 
Creek with my string 
bracelet box on my lap, 
surrounded by campers, 
usually somewhere in the 
Village of Chalutzim. This 

is an ideal moment of happiness for me. 
Unfortunately, a moment like this will not be 
able to happen this summer and after 13 
consistent years at Camp Wise, I struggle to 
accept this. Making bracelets is a hobby that 
I have had for as long as I can remember. 
Going to camp is also something that I 
have done for as long as I can remember. I 
am 21 years old and literally have no idea 
what a summer is not spent at the Home of 
Happiness. 

During the Stay at Home order during the 
Covid-19 Pandemic, I spent a lot of time 
making bracelets. Not the typical string 
friendship bracelets that I spend so much 
time making at camp, but beaded bracelets. 
I started sending these bracelets in the 
mail to my friends from college because 
I know how awesome it is to receive snail 
mail. One day, I was sitting in my bedroom 
making bracelets and my dad came in. He 
suggested that I start selling these bracelets 
for a small amount and to donate all of 
the proceeds to front line workers at local 

hospitals. I loved the idea and immediately 
posted it on my Instagram and Facebook. I 
was overwhelmed by the amount of support 
and love I got from this fundraiser. I made 
over 200 bracelets and raised over $800 
in less than two weeks. This allowed me to 
donate a meal catered by Munch (shoutout 
to the Hersh Family!) to the “forgotten” 
essential workers at Ahuja Medical Center in 
Beachwood, Ohio. This meal included the 
valets, secretaries, sanitation department, 
and more. These workers are frontline heroes 
that are often forgotten about because their 
work is behind the scenes, but their jobs 
are so important. The hospital could not 
function without the help of these workers 
and I wanted to thank them for their service. 

Camp has taught me the importance of 
giving back to the community and this 
fundraiser allowed me to find something 
to focus on during such uncertain times. It 
allowed me to expand my love for arts and 
crafts and create an Instagram platform to 
express myself (check out @beadsbyrachelb 
if you’re interested!). I plan on doing more 
bracelet fundraisers in the future and am in 
the process of creating a little business with 
other craft creations. This summer may look 
very different, but it’s important to still find 

something you love 
and create your own 
Home of Happiness. 
I am already 
counting down the 
days until I get to 
feel the Chadar floor 
shake in 2021.  A

Live Wise

Rabbi Shana Nyer – 
Jewish Educator

http://www.campwise.org/events/
http://www.campwise.org/events/
http://www.campwise.org/sweatshirtorder
mailto:wisekids%40mandeljcc.org?subject=
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It Takes a Village
AND YOU ARE OUR VILLAGE

IHO Leo Mendelsohn’s 
Bar-Mitzvah 
Joanie Berger & Rabbi 
 Robert Nosanchuk 
The Berglund Family 
Michael Better 
Susan Dery 
Sharon & David Galin 
Greg Harmon 
Amanda Huffman 
Robert Jacobs 
Marti Katz 
Pamela Katz 
Myra Lipton 
Linda Mendelsohn 
Trina Miller 
Jennifer Mills 
Sam Peron 
Mary Petre 
Kathryn Purcell 
Susan Roth 
Marsha Spitz 
Erica Starrfield 
Melina Sterio & Frederic 
 Girault 
Heather Weingrt 
Haley Wynbrandt 
The Zbanek Family

Camper Scholarship 
Naomi Adler B’nai 
  Tzedek Fund of 

Columbus
Cathy & Paul Becker 
 – IMO Ileen Klein 
Joshua Beren  
 – IMO David Bruell 
Ellen & Jonathan Brown 
Jane & Scott Brown 
Julie Falck 
Diane Fellamn  
 –  IMO Regina Fellman, 

Camp Nurse 1964-
1970

Lauren & Mark Freiman  
 –  IHO Jon & Darby 

Steiger’s 50th 
Birthdays

Delores Kleinman 
Lee & Melissa Korland 

John Lang 
Linda Mendelsohn  
 –  IMO Brandon 

McMillen
Jodi Moskowitz 
Melissa Myers & Brad 
 Ortman  
 –  IHO Jon & Darby 

Steiger’s 50th 
Birthdays

Dr. Martin Saltzman 
Kari Trougott

Wise Madness 
Noah Apple 
Jennie & Ben Becker 
Adam Bloom 
Brian Chessin 
Lory Conte 
Hannah Davidoff 
Larissa Elgudin 
Matthew Golden 
Danny Goodman 
Jennifer Slate Grischkan 
Adam Josephson 
Amy Kalk 
Lauren Kresnye 
Celia Livshin 
Ashley London 
Zachary Marlin 
Evan Meles 
Matthew Paley 
Marty Shankle 
Jake Simon 
Jon Miller Steiger 
Jeremy Sosin 
Mara Tencer & Nate Block 
Mark Young 

Contributions 
Matched by the All 
Together Now Grant 
Rachel Adams 
Olivia Adelman 
Appel Family 
Jamie Babin 
Cathy & Paul Becker 
Meredith Belman 
Steven Belman  
 – IHO Meredith Belman 

Josh & Samantha Beren 
Lisa Berko 
Susan Bichsel* 
Scott & Amy Bilsky
Dana Blitstein 
Caron Blanke & Dirk Bird* 
Cori Bloch* 
Holly & Bill Boykin* 
Rachel Braun 
Heather Brody 
Bess Brown 
Ellen & Jonathan Brown 
Simon Brown 
Jack Brownlee* 
Jessie Bruder 
Gary Buchler 
Stacey & David Buchner 
Hannah Caplan 
Sarah Caplan 
Brian Chessin 
Sara Chinsky 
Heidi & Loren Chylla 
Ben, Jennifer & Maya 
 Cohen 
Liz & Brian Cohn* 
Mitchell Cohen B’nai 
Tzedka Fund 
Lory Conte  
 –  IHO Rachel Felber’s 

leadership
Rebecca Copeland 
Ella Corvin 
Hannah Davidoff 
Andrea & David DeMar* 
Jason Drasner* 
Ann & Michael Epstein* 
Mariela & Marc Engel* 
Julie Eschenbrenner* 
Jodi Fish 
Kenneth Fisher 
Adam Flacks 
Jill Fogel 
Hallie Freed 
Phillip Friedman 
Joni Giterman 
Josh Goldberg Family 
Sydney Goldstein 
Dan Goodman 
Lesley Gordon 
Robyn & Eric Greenberg* 
Jeff Greenwald* 
Renee & Guy Greller 

Jenny, Kate, Jon & Noah 
 Grischkan 
Helen Grubb 
Naomi Grunzweig 
The Hecker Family 
Hannah Henschel 
Jodie & Jon Herbst* 
Paula & Daniel Herman* 
Debra Hollander* 
Jessica Horowitz-Moore 
Elise Jaffe 
Adam Josephson 
Mitchell Josephson 
Amy, RJ & Hunter Kalk 
Lindsay Kattan 
David Kattan 
Alise Kermisch* 
Jeanne & Joshua Kieval* 
Debbie & Russ Klein* 
The Kleinmans 
Joel Kling* 
Sherri Koppel 
Sarah Kornfeld 
Marc Levin 
Morgan Levin 
Eliana LeVine & Josh 
 Polster* 
Jim Levine 
Meredith Levine 
Kevin & Erika Levine 
Samantha Licker & Adam 
 Babcock 
Becky Lord & Ben 
 Stallsmith 
Emily & Eric Ludwig* 
Stacy Lundy 
Aimee & Steve Lurie 
Larry Mack 
Melissa Marks 
Zachary Marlin 
Barry Marlin 
Janine Martyn & Fredric 
 Levine 
Amanda & Haim Mayan* 
Gabrielle Meles 
Susie Meles 
Hannah & Cliff
 Mendelsohn* 
Nicole & Aaron
 Mendelsohn 
Rachel Garber Miller & 
 Family 

Kelly & Aaron Millstone* 
Mitch Morgan 
Jill & Jeff Muencz* 
Susie, Paul. Lyndi & 
Danielle Nathan  
 –  IHO Audrey Ratner 

for Mother’s Day
Karie & David Newman* 
Rabbi Shoshana Neyer & 
 Stephen Langel 
Edith Green Ornstein 
Allison & Scott Peterson* 
Rena & Brandon Polien* 
Susan Post  
 –   future camper 

Abe Becker
Michael Post
Julia Radwany
Sam Radwany 
Shara Reiss 
Michael Resnick  
 –  IHO the Cronig 

families help 
delivering groceries 
to Wiggins place for 
my mom

Megan Rhodes* 
Jamie & Jeff Rindsberg* 
Celena Ritchey 
Jessica & Paul Rosenblitt* 
Gil & Kelly Rubanenko 
Chad, Stephanie & Judah 
  Rubin 
Lauren Rubin 
Patty, David & Abby Rubin 
Rachel Rubin 
Alyssa Rukin* 
Joel Saltzman* 
Jennifer & Lewis 
Sanderow  
 –  IHO of Mara, Gabi & 

Emma
Gabrielle Sanderow 
 B’ni Tzedka Fund 
Leah Sass 
Stacy Schlein & Jeremy 
 Sosin* 
Halle Schwartz  
 –  IHO Rachel and her 

amazing Camp team!
Kari Semel 
Meredith & Matt Sharp* 

Camp Wise is so fortunate to have such a supportive community. The 
outpouring of support during this challenging time has been tremendous. 
Camp Wise is thrilled to be participating in the Harold Grinspoon Foundation 
All Together Now matching grant for Jewish camps. Through the matching 
grant all tuition donations are being matched dollar for dollar (1:1). All 
additional donations will receive a match of $1 for every $2 raised. Families 
whose 2020 camper fees have been processed as a donation are denoted 
with an asterisk (*). This list of contributions includes gifts processed 
between November of 2019 and June 15, 2020. 

The All Together Now
Matching Grant is Still Open
PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TODAY! 

With the cancellation of our summer season, we are incurring 
a significant financial loss as a result of money spent in 
preparation for this summer (from facility maintenance, 
recruitment, and operational costs). As the key drivers of our 
financial model are camper fees and philanthropy, money 
raised through this matching grant will help Camp Wise 
stabilize as we begin to plan ahead for Summer 2021.

TO
DONATE,

CLICK
HERE
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Moriah Shtull 
Joann Silkes 
 –  In recognition of the 

amazing legacy of 
Camp Wise and the 
influence it had on 
my life

Mose Simon 
Ryan Singer 
Jordan Sowards* 
Erica Starrfield 
Darby & Jon Miller Steiger 
Hannah Sullivan 
Jessica Traeger 
Adam Unger 
Sydney Ungar 
Ann & Iliya Weinstein 
Marisa Weisel 
Alexis Weiss & Family 
Lindsey Weller 
Amy Williams 
Idelle Wolf 

Eida & Max Yamson  
 –  IHO Rachel Felber & 

Abby Kaufman
Elin & Jeffrey Young* 
Sharon Young 
Amy & Brain Zack 
Cathy & Brian Zbanek* 
Jeffrey Zimon 
Matthew Zukerman

The 2013 Camp Wise 
Supervisor Team,  
IHO the 2020 Campers 
& Staff
Anonymous
Jennie & Ben Becker
Jamie Collins 
Sara Federman 
Cydney Goldberg 
Nick Goldman 
Lauren “Toaster” 
 Cowell Kresnye 

Ryan Lahiff 
Sean Morgan 
Andrew Mann 
Evan Meles 
Lindsay Migdal 
Rachel Rubin 
Amy Saltzman 
Rebecca Semel 
Jessie Wainer 
Beth Young

Solel 2004
Adam & Andrea 
Goldberg 
Jason Wachs

Trivia Night 
Jamie Babin 
Jennie & Ben Becker 
Meredith Belman 
Jessie Bruder 
Jake Cole 

Alex Collins 
Lisa Eisenberg 
Neal Felstein 
Julie & Michael Frayman 
Rachel Lipkin Gleitman 
Andrea & Adam 
Goldberg 
Amanda & Josh 
Goldberg 
Jeff Hensien 
Adam Josephson 
Emily Josephson 
Mitchell Josephson 
Amy Kalk 
Abby Kaufman 
Dustin Kress 
David Leb 
Morgan Levin 
Celia Livshin 
Andrew Mann 
Evan Meles 

Gabrielle Meles 
Lindsay Migdal 
Katie Moscowitz 
Matt Ortman 
Michael Post 
Sam Radwany 
Mike Saig 
Andrew Saltzman 
Alan Semel 
Rebecca Semel 
Darby & Jon Miller Steiger 
Lily Steiger 
Andrea & Sidney 
Steinberger 
Melissa & Eli Steinberger 
Beth, Chris, Cyrus & Irene
 Young 
Jason Wachs 
Michael Wallenstein 
Don Wingler

We would like to thank our staff and 
volunteers from our Live Wise Crew – Summer 
2020, who have been volunteering with us 
over the past several months to lead virtual 
programs for our campers. We are grateful 
for their passion, creativity, and commitment 
to CW during this time! We also have two 
cohorts of CW staff participating in two 
incredible Fellowship opportunities this 
summer – Cornerstone and Nachshon! Read 
below to learn more.

Our 2020 Cornerstone Fellows – Becky 
Maly, Gabe Perla, Sam Wittenberg, Shane 
Friedman, and Shayna Kling – completed a 
virtual seminar with over 300 Fellows from 
nearly 80 Jewish camps across the country. 
This prestigious Fellowship, a program 
of the Foundation for Jewish Camp, is 
geared toward staff who are ready to take 
on more leadership and responsibility by 
promoting positive Jewish culture change 
and experiences at camp. This year’s cohort 
of will be providing virtual programming for 
our campers centered around Jewish culture 
through music, culinary arts, teva (nature) 
exploration, mindfulness, and leadership. 
Rabbi Shana, our wonderful Jewish Educator, 

Thank You CW Staff

Correction
In our fall newsletter we thanked all our 2019 volunteer physicians. 
These dedicated physicians field questions from our infirmary staff 
and have in-person call at camp a few times during the week they 
volunteer. Dr. Jessica Goldstein (mom of our campers Max and 
Garrett Resnick) was accidentally left off our list. We apologize for  
delay in recognition, but thank you so much Dr. Goldstein!!

A Shout out to our amazing staff who 
have shown up for our campers in our 
virtual programs recently

Noah Appel 
Adam Bloom 
Eva Bogomolny 
Kellie Branagan
Rachel Braun
Ellen Brooking
Jenna Cahn
Cristian Campos
Sarah Caplan
Carly Chessin
Brielle Cohen
Maya Cohen
Ally Costello
Amit Dadon
Josh Dennis
Nina Dizenhuz
Zoe Drasner
Gabby 
Engleman
Allie Feldman
Andrew 
Feldman
Shane Friedman
Matthew 
 Grunzweig
Joe Gurski
Megan Hurwitz
Shayna Kling

Jordan Kulbarsh
Sarah Kurdila
Mimi Light
Andrew Levy
Josh Levy
Becky Maly
Ryan Muencz
Shana Nyer
Gabe Perla
Becca Powers
Celena Ritchey
Mara Sanderow 
Sarah Senkfor
Ellie Shafron
Gabe Shapera
Ryan Singer
Ryan Sommerfield 
Fraser Somers
Eliana Sosin
Tivon Sterin
Hannah Sullivan
Emily Weisblatt
Rachel Weisman
Bec Wightman
Juliana Withee
Leia Withee
Sam Wittenberg
Irene Young

Virtual Fun!
is their liaison and has been working with 
them to develop their ideas and programs. 

Another group of dedicated, committed, 
and creative Camp Wise staff began their 
journey in The Nachshon Project Counselor 
Fellowship. Our Nachshon Fellows are: Carly 
Chessin, Megan Hurwitz, Eliana Sosin, Shayna 
Kling, Sam Wittenberg, Jenna Cahn, Brielle 
Cohen, Gabby Engelman, and Becky Maly. 
For the next three weeks they will participate 
in a virtual seminar with 40 camps and over 
300 Fellows from Jewish camps all across the 
country. Their training is focused on Jewish 
learning, Israel-related programming, and 
leadership skills for this summer and beyond. 
We are grateful for The Nachshon Project’s 
Camp Counselor Fellowship, which trains our 
young Jewish leaders.

Why is this good for camp? As we continue 
planning ahead for the coming weeks, we 
will have our Cornerstone and Nachshon 
Fellows as well as the rest of our staff 
community prepared and ready to lead 
creative, exciting virtual programs for our 
campers and teens! Thank you to all of our 
amazing staff and fellows.  A

https://online.mandeljcc.org/OnlineEdge/fundraising.html?event=Refresh&Fund=Camp%20Wise


6 camp wise news | summer 2020

The Heart & Soul of Camp

Rachel Braun – 
Chalutzim Supervisor 
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise activity and 
why? I love yoga at camp! 

It is so relaxing and such a good workout. It is 
a great break to breathe, stretch and reflect, 
especially with all of the chaos that comes 
with camp. 

Something important I have learned from 
my experience at camp is… Positivity 
is the key to happiness. I would not have 
such a positive mindset if it were not for the 
experiences I have had and lessons I have 
learned at camp. This is thanks to all of the 
amazing counselors I had as a camper who 
taught me to keep an open mind about 
activities that I may not love and to stay positive. A 
positive attitude will change your outlook on 
life and make you a much happier person. 

Josh Levy – Supervisor 
Something important I 
have learned from my 
experience at camp is… 
In the words of Bless This 

House, “Take it home and share it with a friend”. 

What is your favorite Camp Wise activity 
and why? A tie between horseback riding 
since horses are cool and mountain biking 
since I bike everywhere during the year.

Leia Withee – 
Ohalim Supervisor
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise memory? 
One of my favorite camp 

memories is from my second year of 
Ohalim. We were the 08 Princesses and we 
had a rock that was painted to look like a 
pea. Every night the rock would be under 
someone’s pillow and that person got to 
tell any story they wanted. It was my cabin’s 
favorite part of the day because we got to 
hear and tell so many funny stories over the 
course of the summer. 

What is your favorite Camp Wise activity 
and why? As a camper and a staff member, 
I loved rainy days at camp when everyone 
hangs out in their cabins or moadons playing 
cards, making bracelets, or telling stories. It is 
such a good time to bond and get to know 
each other better.

Joe Gurski – 
Solel Supervisor
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise memory? I 
have a million memories of 

different campfires that have all melted into 
one, but the cliché answer has to be the first 
time we ever sang Magnificence all together 
and it was so beautiful!

Everyone at camp knows me because of 
my… Everyone at camp knows me because 
of my horse song, which has made it to the 
songbook and I am honoured to have my 
legacy represented forever within those 
pages.

Ryan Singer – 
SIT Supervisor 
Something important I 
have learned from my 
experience at camp is… 

to never hesitate and do whatever seems fun 
and adventurous 

What is your favorite Camp Wise 
memory? Becoming the evil Spirit Stealer

Andrew Levy – 
SIT Supervisor 
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise activity 
and why? My favorite 

Camp Wise activity is a good old-fashioned 
campfire! Bonus points if there is a song 
session involved. There is something magical 
about sitting around a fire with some of your 
best friends, singing, laughing, and having an 
awesome time!

What is your favorite Camp Wise 
memory? Scoring a goal in the USA vs 
Internationals soccer game! 

Sarah Caplan – 
ILS Supervisor
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise activity and 
why? Maccabiah! I love the 

high energy and insane spirit that comes out 
in everyone! 

What is your #1 favorite item in canteen 
and why? Skinny popcorn because they are 
always pretty generous with the popcorn to 
air ratio in the bag :)

Kellie Branagan – 
Ohalim Supervisor 
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise activity and 
why? My favorite activity is 

probably the Camp Fires! I love sitting round 
the warm fire and singing Camp favorites. If 
you add s’mores to the mix then even better!

What is your #1 favorite item in canteen 
and why? My favorite canteen item is the 
Hershey’s Bar because you cannot find 
Hershey’s in England that easily and I love it.

Bec Wightman – 
Noar Supervisor 
Something important I 
have learned from my 
experience at camp is… 

Everyone at camp who crosses your path is 
worth knowing and being able to be in their 
lives is a joy. This community is full of some 
of the best people and I am so lucky to have 
had this, and to be able to experience it for 
another summer!

What is your favorite Camp Wise activity 
and why? THE LAKE!! My favorite spot at 
camp! I love being able to visit and get a jet 
ski ride or go kayaking or paddle boarding. I 
will spend all my spare time sitting under the 
beautiful sky looking at the Camp Wise lake!

Maya Cohen – 
Noar Supervisor
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise activity and 
why? My favorite Camp 

Wise activity is most definitely the video 
chug. In video, the campers get to make a 
video to show on the last night of camp, CW 
night. I loved it as a camper and love being 
the staff  member that gets to take the chug. 
It’s always so fun and hilarious to see how 
each video is created and the final product. 
It is even better when you watch it a few 
months later when you are missing camp!

What is your #1 favorite item in canteen 
and why? My favorite item in canteen is 
Chex-Mix. I understand the hype of Hershey 
bars, but Chex-Mix is always so great at any 
time of day. It is the perfect snack after free 
swim! 

Below are our 2020 summer supervisors who represent the larger CW staff community and have 
poured their passion, creativity into energy into “The Home of Happiness”. Despite the circumstances of this summer, 
we want to acknowledge and celebrate this incredible supervisory team who were prepared to lead us this summer.

Miki Lavi – Ropes 
Supervisor 
Something important I 
have learned from my 
experience at camp is… 

Friendship! No doubt that camp brings 
people together. We have staff from all over 
the world, from different background and 
yet, we get to become friends for life. Those 
two months we spend together feels like we 
have known each other for years. 

What is your #1 favorite item in canteen 
and why? I am more of a savory person and 
I cannot get enough of those “Lays”, but it is 
so much better to join in with another friend 
and split something sweet with them, best 
combo!

Fraser Somers – Lake 
Supervisor 
Everyone at camp knows 
me because of my…
Likeness to Spider-Man and 

Peter Pan.

Something important I have learned from 
my experience at camp is… Never be 
afraid to be yourself, even if you’re not fully 
sure who that is.

Mimi Light – 
Art Shack Supervisor
Everyone at camp knows 
me because of my… 
Constantly rainbow dyed 

hands.

Something important I have learned from 
my experience at camp is…Something 
important I have learned from camp is that 
kindness is the most important trait and 
different doesn’t mean better or worse, it just 
means unique, and unique is a good thing.

Ally Costello – 
Media Supervisor
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise memory? The 
best memory I have of camp 

is in 2007 when we celebrated 100 years of 
CW! I was a chalutzim camper and I remember 
the most fun carnival and helicopters 
dropping pillowcases from the sky! 

Something important I have learned 
from my experience at camp is... Kehillah, 
community. The sense of belonging and the 
community at camp is the best feeling. This 
is what has kept me coming back since 2006 
and I would not trade it for the world. 
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Ryan Sommerfield – 
Performing Arts 
Supervisor
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise memory? One 

of my favourite memories from camp was 
seeing how happy the kids were after they 
had performed the end of session plays. All 
of the blood, sweat, and tears that went into 
them paid off and it was amazing to see the 
kids be so proud of themselves!

What is your favorite Camp Wise activity 
and why? My favourite camp wise activity 
has to be the evening program! They’re 
always really fun for both the campers and 
staff and it so nice to unite the whole village.

Sarah Senkfor – 
Teva Supervisor 
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise activity and 
why? My favorite Camp 

Wise activity is song sessions. I love singing 
with everyone and learning new songs 
because it really makes me feel connected 
with the community.

Something important I have learned from 
my experience at camp is… Everyone 
should be open-minded to making new 
friends from different backgrounds. Camp has 
introduced me to some of my best friends 
from all over the world. I’ve gotten to build 
such incredible friendships that wouldn’t have 
been possible without Camp Wise.

Adam Cohen 
Something important I 
have learned from my 
experience at camp is… 
To have empathy for those 

who come from different backgrounds and 
places! 

What is your favorite Camp Wise 
memory? I loved making “the bee video” 
when I was a camper. We were making a 
music video and stumbled upon a bees nest.  
The video quickly turned into us running 
away at top speed.

Shana Nyer – 
Jewish educator
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise memory? The 
Shabbat we had services 

in the covered gym and it was POURING!!! 
Everyone was squished together to keep 
dry and they staff was AMAZING!  They 
were singing at the top of their lungs with 
AWESOME energy to distract the campers 
from the storm and bring the ruach to 
Shabbat.

What is your #1 favorite item in canteen 
and why? The Hershey Bar - simple, 
delicious, chocolatey goodness – YUM!

Rachel Weinstein – 
Infirmary Manager
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise Memory? 
Building relationships with 

the campers/staff throughout the summer!

What is your #1 favorite item in canteen 
and why? Popcorn! Is a reason needed? 
Popcorn is life! 

Cori Bloch – Day Camp 
Supervisor
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise activity and 
why? Shabbat. Being at 

the chapel for services makes me feel so 
connected to nature and Judaism. I love 
hearing the entire camp united in song and 
prayer. 

What is your favorite Camp Wise 
memory? My favorite camp memory is 
seeing my boys, Aron (8) and Leo (6) at camp 
for the first time in 2016. Bringing them to 
a place that is so important to me was so 
special.

Karen Solonche – 
Social worker
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise activity and 
why? My favorite activity is 

the tower.  I can’t believe how high campers 
climb and how brave they are to be able 
to climb.  I wish when I was younger and at 
camp we had a tower like that!

What is your favorite Camp Wise 
memory?  My favorite camp wise memory is 
the first time I witnessed the Shabbat walk.  It 
was very moving seeing everyone dressed up 
and coming together, singing and welcoming 
Shabbat.

Jodi Fish – 
Infirmary Manager
What is your favorite 
Camp Wise memory? 
My favorite Camp Wise 

memory is from when I was a camper! I have 
always loved the art shack, so every time I 
got to go and tie-dye one of my very own 
CW t-shirts was a highlight of my summer. 

What is your #1 favorite item in canteen 
and why? My favorite item in canteen would 
have to be the Chex Mix! I sometimes want 
to go for the chocolate, but the Chex Mix 
always pull me towards it!
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Meet Our 2020 Staff-In-Training

AARON SCHUSTERMAN 
Years at Camp: 
2014-2018 & 2020
High School: 
Northview Highschool 

Why do you love Camp Wise? I love 
hanging out with friends and doing fun 
activities.
What is your vision for CW’s future? My 
vision for camp wise future is to maybe one 
day become a staff.

ABE KATZ
Years at Camp: 
2012-2020
High School: 
University School

Why do you love Camp Wise? I can be 
myself and not worry about what others 
think of me at camp 
What is your vision for CW’s future? 
I imagine us to be back at camp next 
summer just the same as it’s always been

ADAM KLING
Years at Camp: 
2013-2020
High School: 
Sycamore High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? The 
community. The family. The forever 
memories. The lasting impact it leaves on 
all of us. The friends that stay in touch over 
hundreds of miles apart.
What is your vision for CW’s future? The 
same it had always been. The world is 
going to change after these tragic events 
of 2020, but camp has been going on for 
over 100 years and has lasted through 
the Spanish Flu, World War I, World War 
II, the Holocaust, the Cold War, 9/11 and 
now the Coronavirus. We have lasted this 
long at camp, so if we as Jews have fought 
through this all, nothing should stop us 
from keeping our traditions in the future.

ALEX SCHUSTERMAN
Years at Camp: 
2013-2018, 2020
High School: 
Northview High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? It’s fun, 
always something to do
What is your vision for CW’s future? To 
continue doing what it’s been doing which is 
providing a fun filled summer for campers.

ALIZA SOSIN
Years at Camp: 
2012-2020
High School: Shaker 
Hights High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? Camp 
wise is my home away from home in the 
summer. I haven’t been home for a summer 
in years, I’m not quite sure what I’m gonna 
do, but one thing for sure is it will definitely 
relate to camp. 
What is your vision for CW’s future? My 
vision for CW’s future is going to have the 
same core values and bring a different 
aspect of how camp is camp. Summer 2021 
is going to be a very meaningful summer 
and a year to rekindle camp memories. 
Taking time to remember these memories 
is what makes camp always stay in our hearts.

AMELIA KATZ 
Years at Camp: 
2011-2020
High School: Hawken
Why do you love Camp 

Wise? It is my second home and it is where 
I met all of my best friends. 
What is your vision for CW’s future? To 
be a safe place for people to feel like they 
can be their best self, while having an 
escape. I hope a camper can have just asan 
amazing experience as I did.

BELLA SHAPERA
Years at Camp: 
2012-2020
High School: Beachwood 
High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? It’s my 
home away from home. I love the people 
and I get to see my friends over the 
summer!
What is your vision for CW’s future? I 
hope that more people go to camp and 
have an amazing time!

DEVORAH SCHWARTZ
Years at Camp: 
2013-2020
High School: 
The Miami Valley School

Why do you love Camp Wise? It is my 
home away from home! Every summer, I 
come to camp and I feel like I can be the 
best version of myself. I have made countless 
amazing friends and memories with them 
that I would not trade for the world. 
What is your vision for CW’s future? 
Camp is already amazing as it is, but it will 
only keep getting better and better as the 
years go by. My vision for camp’s future is 
to further grow the beautiful atmosphere 
and allow more campers to experience the 
magic that has had such an impact on my 
life and so many others.

ELLA RICHARDS
Years at Camp: 
2011- 2020
High School: Northview 
High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? It’s always 
been nice to have a place to be with my 
friends and not worry about school or work 
or anything. 
What is your vision for CW’s future? I 
hope that more kids continue to cherish 
and enjoy camp as much as I have.

ELLIE BLOOM
Years at Camp: 
2010-2020
High School: The Miami 
Valley School 

Why do you love Camp Wise? I love 
Camp Wise for the lifelong friendships 
I’ve made here that I would never trade 
for the world. The atmosphere of camp 
is so positive and filled with amazing 
energy, and getting to spend your time in 
such a happy place with your friends is an 
irreplaceable experience.
What is your vision for CW’s future? 
My vision for CW’s future is for awesome 
new chugs to participate in and fantastic 
Maccbiah themes. My vision also includes 
campers and staff to continue decorating 
the camp so it’s such a personal and unique 
place.

This summer, we had 31 wonderful SITs ready to take the next step in their CW journey. This is the largest cohort of SITs we have had in 
several years, and we were thrilled to have such a vibrant, talented, committed group of young adults in this program. In honor of them and 
their dedication to CW, we invited them to share a bit about themselves with our wider community!
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JAKE POWERS
Years at Camp: 
2012-2020
High School: Shaker 
Heights High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? I love all of 
the people that I meet and the memories I 
have with my closest friends. I love getting 
away from society and being away from 
my phone and just having a great summer 
overall.
What is your vision for CW’s future? 
I want camp wise to be a place for any 
young kid to go and feel happy and loved.I 
want young campers to find a place where 
they belong and to find lots of friends that 
will be for them just like I did.

JONAH MUSHER-
EIZENMAN 
Years at Camp: 
2012-2018, 2020 
High School: Maumee 

Valley Country Day School
Why do you love Camp Wise? Camp is a 
place where everyone can be themselves 
and enjoy being together. It is quite literally 
the home of happiness and I couldn’t 
imagine my life without it.
What is your vision for CW’s future? My 
vision for CW’s future is one where we keep 
the amazing traditions we already have 
while adding new ones in order to make 
camp an even more special place for us all 
to call our home away from home.

JORDAN SOWARDS
Years at Camp: 
2011 - 2020
High School: Dublin 
Scioto High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? I love the 
family that I have been a part of since I was 
young. Camp feels like home to me and i’ll 
never forget the amazing times I had. 
What is your vision for CW’s future? 
I hope that Wise continues to make 
young jews realize how incredible it is to 
be Jewish and I hope it gives the future 
generations the “home” aspect for them to 
love just as much as I love it.

JOSH DAVIDSON
Years at Camp: 
2011-2020
High School: 
Mayfield High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? Camp 
Wise has always been my home away from 
home. For as long as I can remember I’ve 
spent my summers at Camp Wise. Camp 
has always been a place where I know I’ll 
have fun and be surround by friends.
What is your vision for CW’s future? I 
hope that Camp continues to be a place 
that fosters life long friendships and 
somewhere where everyone is welcome. 
Camp gave me the opportunity to feel 
connected to the Jewish community and 
allowed me to become friends with many 
people I otherwise would have never met. 
I hope that Camp continues to provide 
these opportunities for future campers.

LILA DRASNER
Years at Camp: 
2011-2018, 2020
High School: 
Solon High School 

Why do you love Camp Wise? Because 
you meet so many awesome people and 
create fun memories with a loving and 
supporting community. 
What is your vision for CW’s future? Have 
it’s spirit continue to grow!

MAL CHYLLA
Years at Camp: 
2011-2020
High School: 
Beachwood High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? In the 
last 10 years, Camp Wise has become 
my safe haven and has been a key part 
of my life growing up. Camp has taught 
me many things, most notably how to live 
on my own and become an independent 
individual. My camp experiences have 
allowed me to be myself unconditionally, 
escape reality, explore feelings and 
friendships, and grow into the person 
who I am today. Camp offers an inclusive 
environment where everyone’s voices 
and ideas are heard. I have had some of 
the best, once-in-a-lifetime experiences 
at Camp that you cannot find anywhere 
else, such as dressing head to toe in one 
color and screaming at the top of my lungs 
during Maccabiah, meeting people from all 
around the globe, or taking a month-long 
trip halfway across the world to Israel with 
50 of my closest friends. I have learned 

how to tie dye, problem solve, clean up 
after myself, and be independent. I have 
made lifelong friendships at Camp and 
I will forever cherish them. Living in a 
generation where social media, technology, 
and my phone are such a big part of my 
life, camp has taught me that life is just as 
fun without it all, and that it is important 
to be “unplugged” sometimes and just let 
life happen. Camp Wise had a significant 
impact on the person I am today, and I 
love spending my summers at the home of 
happiness!
What is your vision for CW’s future? My 
vision for the future of Camp Wise is that it 
continues to be a safe and inclusive space 
for everyone who is lucky enough to spend 
time there. It’s also important to preserve 
the magical way CW allows campers to 
grow and develop the best version of 
themselves and, at the same time, shape 
their own fun summer experience. The 
power of the Camp Wise community is 
truly something special because of its 
supportive and caring nature. Continuing 
to build this will help as many people as 
possible experience the remarkable Camp 
Wise magic that we all know and have 
grown to love.

MICHAEL 
RAKHMISTROBSKIY
Years at Camp: 
2014 - 2020
High School: 

Mentor High School
Why do you love Camp Wise? I love 
Camp Wise because this is the place where 
lots of friendships started. I feel like I’m 
with my family. I want to be part of Camp 
Wise and grow with it. 
What is your vision for CW’s future? 
Maybe the future Camp Wise would be 
even better if more cabins could be added, 
so more kids can experience overnight 
camp life.

PARKER STRAUSS 
Years at Camp: 
2013-2018, 2020
High School: 
Gilmour Academy

Why do you love Camp Wise? I love the 
community and all the people I met and 
became good friends with
What is your vision for CW’s future? The 
best summer in camps history in 2021

Shout out to our SITs who 
volunteered with us in January, 

at our JCC camps carnival, and in 
February, at the JCC Triathlon! 
We are grateful for the time 

and energy they gave to camp 
throughout this year. Thank you!
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RACHEL COHEN
Years at Camp: 
2011-2020
High School: 
Beachwood High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? I love camp 
because of all the friends and memories 
you make along the way. It’s very rewarding 
for when your older and you can look back 
on how you’ve changed throughout your 
years at camp.
What is your vision for CW’s future? To 
continue to be the home of happiness for 
future generations to come. So everyone 
can have the same impact that I have had 
with my experiences at camp.

RUBY CHEISTWER
Years at Camp: 
2012-2020
High School: 
Beachwood High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? The 
community we share and all the friends I have. 
What is your vision for CW’s future? To 
be more diverse? I’m not sure.

SAMANTHA JACOBS
Years at Camp: 
2018-2020
High School: 
The Miami Valley School

Why do you love Camp Wise? I love 
Camp Wise because it is an amazing place 
to be with my friends, make a positive 
difference in other people’s lives, and have 
an amazing summer!
What is your vision for CW’s future? My 
vision for Camp Wise’s future is to continue 
to bring people together and spread 
happiness.

SARAH LEYBOVICH 
Years at Camp: 
2016 - 2018, 2020
High School: Riverview 
Senior High School 

Why do you love Camp Wise? I love 
camp because it has became my home in 
a way, I have made so many new friends 
who became sort of like my family. I have 
so many favorite memories of Camp Wise, 
that it is hard to choose what memory. 
Camp Wise will forever be my home away 
from home. I cant wait to go back home 
next year, and see all my friends that I have 
made over the past years.

What is your vision for CW’s future? That 
everyone gets to have as much fun as I 
did, and add many new activities for the 
campers to do, and is available for every 
age at the home of happiness

SARAH NAMROW
Years at Camp: 
2012-2020
High School: 
Laurel School

Camp Wise is a place where I can truly 
be myself. It is my reset button after the 
school year, where I get to forget all of my 
problems and spend time with my favorite 
people. I feel truly accepted in the Camp 
Wise community, and I know I will always 
have a place here.
What is your vision for CW’s future? I 
hope Camp Wise stays exactly like it is; a 
loving, inclusive, tight nit community that 
everyone feels at home in.

SETH KENDALL
Years at Camp: 
2017 - 2020
High School: 
Solon High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? Simply 
because of my friends. The people that I 
met there can never be replaced and are 
some of my closest friends today. When 
I go to camp, I go there to escape any 
negativity in the world, spend genuine time 
with my friends, do dumb stuff, and to stay 
up till 3 in the morning talking about life. 
That is the beauty of camp. To be your best 
self and spend time with the people that 
bring the best out of you. That is why I love 
camp wise.
What is your vision for CW’s future? A 
community that cares and supports for 
one another. I want to see campers having 
fun all the time and being their best self, 
whatever that may be. I don’t want to see 
a counselor – camper relationship, I want 
to see an older brother – younger brother 
relationship. I just want to see kids having 
fun 24/7 with their best friends, screaming 
their heart’s out, having late night talks, 
feeling at home.

TOVAH ELIA
Years at Camp: 
2013 - 2020
High School: 
Solon High School

Why do you love Camp Wise? I love 
Camp Wise because of the people camp 
has brought into my life. My closest friends 
are my camp friends. I also love camp for 

the opportunities it has given me within the 
Jewish community, and the connections 
it has allowed me to make. I love camp 
because it has given me a fun place to 
spend my summers for the past 7 years.
What is your vision for CW’s future? 
My vision for Camp Wise’s future is to 
continue to be a thriving Jewish summer 
camp. I hope Camp Wise can continue 
the atmosphere and environment that I 
grew up in. Part of my vision also includes 
that camp finds ways to seek out more 
campers, possibly from communities we 
have yet to think of.  I also hope to see that 
Camp Wise’s international staff program 
stays as strong as it is, because that is part 
of what makes camp so special.

VALERIE ZBOROVSKY 
Years at Camp: 
2015-2020
High School: 
Laurel School 

Why do you love Camp Wise? The lake 
and the people
What is your vision for CW’s future? 
A place where one can learn to be 
both independent as well as part of a 
community.

AARON ENGEL 
Years at Camp: 
2010-2020

ALIZA GREENFIELD
Years at Camp: 
2012-2020

DEREK GILL
Years at Camp:
2013-2020

MICAH SAUNDERS
Years at Camp: 
2014-2020

SAMUEL BERKOWITZ
Years at Camp: 
2014-2020
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Wise Madness 2.0 
In March, in lieu of March Madness being 
canceled, the CW Alumni Committee 
quickly switched gears to offer CW’s first-
ever “Ultimate Camp Wise Thing” Wise 
Madness Bracket! Alumni who donated 
to the original Wise Madness campaign 
competed against each other in their own 
pool, while we also opened up a community 
pool for our campers, staff, and parents 
to participate in. While our Wise Madness 
campaign was cut short, we brought in 
over $1,600, which will support camp in 
purchasing a new fleet of mountain bikes! 
We’d like to thank all of our donors for your 
support of Camp Wise – we are grateful and 
lucky to have you in our community! Shout 
out to our bracket winners: 1st Place – 
Zach Marlin, 2nd Place – Lauren Kresnye, 
3rd Place – The Sosin Family!

Recent Alumni-Led Initiatives
1970s & 1980s Virtual Alumni Havdalah: 
On April 25, Camp Wise alumni Scott Brown 
(also previous Camp Wise Director), Jim 
Levine, Fred Sternfeld, Lisa Soble Siegmann, 
and Hadas Feuershtein organized and led 
a beautiful Zoom Havdalah Service and 
Singalong for CW alumni who attended 
camp in the 70s and 80s. Over 100 alumni 
attended, many of whom were attending a 
CW alumni event for the first time in many 
years. The event was a huge success in 
the best way possible – alumni sang songs 
together, saw faces of old friends they miss 
from their summer days at Wise, and were 
able to connect with each other in a really 
important and meaningful moment in time. 

1990s/2000s Alumni Trivia Night: On 
May 8, Melissa Shamis and Eli Steinberger, 
CW alum and couple, organized a virtual 

trivia night with over 60 alumni on 11 
trivia teams which collectively raised 
$1,316.40! Trivia questions ranged from 
world geography, musicians and song titles, 
cartoons from the 90s to Oscar-winning 
movies and more. Alumni had a wonderful 
time reconnecting in the main room before 
going to team breakout rooms for some 
friendly trivia competition!

Giving and Impact
After the decision was made to cancel 
the camp season this summer, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we received 
an outpouring of support from both our 
alumni community and wider Camp Wise 
community. We loved hearing from so 
many of you, from recent camper and 
staff alumni to alumni who haven’t been 
to camp in decades to parents and family 
members of CW alumni. You all reached 
out with offers of support and we received 
an unprecedented amount of donations 
to sustain Camp Wise now and into the 
future. We are incredibly grateful for our 
intergenerational alumni community, 
and your love for and commitment to 
Camp Wise!

Hey CW Alumni – Virtual Trivia 
Night Fundraiser Coming Soon!
•  When: Sunday, July 12 • 7 pm EDT

•  What’s Happening: Pub Style Trivia led by 
our very own alumni, Melissa Shamis, Eli 
Steinberger, and Jennie Becker! Questions 
will be wide-ranging – not CW specific!

•  Who’s Invited: CW Alumni! Teams can 
include up to 12 people. If you’re in 
the position to give, we are asking for a 
minimum donation of $10 per person. 
Donations can be made during the 
registration process. There will be additional 
opportunities to give throughout the event. 
All donations will go to Camp Wise!

•  Why: To have fun with fellow alumni and 
support camp!

•  Sign yourself and your team up by 
clicking HERE!

Registration ends 
Saturday, July 11 at 5pm EST.

Capacity is limited – first come, first served!

If you aren’t able to form a team but still 
want to play, please email us at 

es.steinberger@gmail.com and we’ll do our 
best to put one together for you!

Alumni Happenings

For more information about any and all CW Alumni events and activities, 
contact Abby Kaufman, CW Associate Director: akaufman@mandeljcc.org.

We Love Our Alumni –
HERE ARE SOME PHOTO MEMORIES THAT HAVE BEEN

SHARED OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS!
1948

1990’s

1972

1990’s

1980’s

1979

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZIWJC6pNyZHxMI32Gp9A25ou8jDDPlfCy7F9SHEu-tEx_Eg/viewform
mailto:es.steinberger%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:akaufman%40mandeljcc.org?subject=
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“Ultimate Camp Wise Thing”

Wise Madness Bracket!
CREATED AND HOSTED BY OUR CW ALUMNI COMMITTEE

Mandel Jewish Community Center of Cleveland
26001 South Woodland Road • Beachwood, Ohio 44122

Be in touch!
Summer:
13164 Taylor Wells Road
Chardon, OH 44024
216.593.6250

Fall, Winter & Spring:
26001 South Woodland Road
Beachwood, OH 44122
216.593.6250

www.campwise.org  •  wisekids@mandeljcc.org

“I’m tryin’ to tell you something about my life...”

C.I.T.s (Campers in Training)

Camp Wise Alum Years at Camp Future Camper
Mike Saig 1998-2007 Summer Ryan Saig

Scott Brown (grandparent) Former Director Nathan Asher Saad

Jessica (Horowitz) Moore 1993-1997, 1999-2002 Ivy Miriam Moore

Amy (Saltzman) Porter 1993-1997 Beatrice Pearl Forrest Porter

Allison Nazinitsky 1993-2000, 2002 Leighton Kenna Self

Lindsey Weller 1999-2007 Norah Rose Cusmariu

Lainie Cohen Minkoff 1991-1997, 1999-2002 Samuel Asher Minkoff

Jon Gerst & Lisa Rosenberg 2008-2009 Lyla Rose Gerst

Leighton Self Lyla GerstSamuel MinkoffNorah Cusmariu

B’nei Mitzvah

Wedding Bells
Leslie Robbins (1994-2001) married 
Justin Brophy January 4, 2020

We are proud of you, 
I said we are proud of you... uh!
When someone at Camp Wise celebrates 
a big day, we all stand on our benches and 
cheer about it! Here is a big CW cheer for all 
those campers, who with their families have 
celebrated their B’nai Mitzvah since our last 
newsletter. Please let us know if we’ve missed 
you and we will include you in our next issue.

Beatrice Porter Summer SaigNathan SaadIvy Moore
Jacob Dvorin
Izzy Kaufman

Rachel Wolf
Talia Millet
Ethan Papcum

Maddy Pilloff
Daniel Zelvinsky

Please let us know when any Camp Wise alumnus welcomes a new baby 
and we will send them a Future Camper onesie! The onesie is modeled 
here on Ivy Moore.

http://www.campwise.org
mailto:wisekids%40mandeljcc.org?subject=

