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Parent/CamperHandbook

www.campwise.org

Have a question about camp? Look here first!
(Please put on your refrigerator until your child returns from camp)

Important Dates

April 1

Important

Dates April 13

April 17

May 1
June 5

Session |
Rishonim |
Rishonim I
Visiting Day
Session |
Echad
Rishonim 11
August 2011

Sept. 2011

All fees non-refundable and
non-transferable

New Family Orientation e 6:30 pm

Alumni & Friends Spring Clean Up Day
1:30-4 pm

All forms due
Open House at Camp Wise ® 1-4 pm

Sunday, June 19 — Sunday, July 17
Sunday, June 19 — Sunday, July 3
Sunday, July 3 — Sunday, July 17
Sunday, July 17 ® 12-4 pm (7 weekers only)
Tuesday, July 19 — Monday, August 8
Tuesday, July 19 — Tuesday, July 26
Tuesday, July 26 — Monday, August 8

Look for your Summer 2012 registration
form in the mail!

Register for Summer 2012

t Tips to Make the Summer Great

Dear Camp Wise family,

Welcome! This Parent/Camper Handbook provides you with all
the information you need for campp this summer. Whether you are new
to Wise or you've been with camp since you were a camper yourself,
please read this Handbook carefully.

We often have parents ask us, "“What can | do to help make camp
successful for my child?” Here's our Top 4 list of ways you can make
sure summer is INCREDIBLE — for you, our staff, and most importantly —
yOour camper.

1. It's OK — in fact it's great — for your child to face and overcome
challenges at camp!

Children encounter &ll different kinds of challenges at overnight
camp. Overcoming these challenges is what makes camp such an
important and meaningful place for them. Some of the challenges
are physical —climbing the tower or trotting on a horse. Others are
emotional —leaming how to share living space or making friends.
Please encourage your child to accept these challenges in a positive
way, as it is often in the context of conflict that children are able to
grow and feel most successful — especially when they're able to
navigate these challenges without their parents’ help. Camp is structured

often, parents will see a couple shots of their child over the summer.
Please don't let the photos be your measure of your child’s happiness
at camp! When parents judge their child’s success on whether or not
they see them in photos. .. if they're in the front or back of the

group.. . if they're wearing a shirt two days in a row... if it looks like
they're not smiling. .. it's a slippery slope! Please trust that if there is
something wrong with your child we will call you. Refrain from
sending your child letters requesting them to “find the photographer
and jump in front of the cameral” This makes kids feel bad, and that’s
the last thing we want when they're at camp.

4. Campers get homesick ...
parents get campersick — both are normal!

Getting ready for overnight camp can be just as hard of a transition
for you as it is for your child. We encourage you to project confidence
and excitement to your child as he/she prepares for camp, no
matter how anxious or nervous you may be. Just as we teach our staff
that campers “mirror” their words and behaviors, a child’s attitude
and comfort with leaving home will often mirror that of their parents.

For kids, camp is usually amazing, but it doesn't always feel that
way instantly. Homesickness is healthy and normal to some degree,



to maximize opportunities for your child to leam resilience, confidence,
and problem-solving. So if you get a letter that says, “Come and get
me!” understand that you are witnessing a child’s normal reaction to a
challenge, and that by the time you've received the lefter, odds are
they've already moved on!

2.Tell us everything we need to know...
and then tell us some more!

Some parents hesitate to share information about their child's
behavior or past experiences out of fear the information may be used
to label their child. We understand that parents want to see their child
have a fresh start at camp. Knowing about a learing difficulty, ADHD,
social challenges, or a major change in the family or child’s life makes
a tremendous difference in helping us be sensitive to your child’s
needs. All infarmation is confidential and our only geal in having this
information is to better understand your child, and make the most of
their Camp Wise experience.

3. We're a camp that specializes in taking care of kids,
not taking pictures. ©

Posting photos on our website is a terrific way to give parents a
glimpse of camp life, and with one photo specialist we do our best
to capture the excitement of the summer. We post all cabin photos

after the first day of each session so everyone can see their child. Most

and our counselors are trained to talk with kids openly and help them
wiork through their feelings. When a camper is told by a parent, “If
you don't like it I'll come get you,” that camper is likely to have a
much more difficult transition. You and your child will be much befter
prepared with honest words of encouragement and support.

Thank you for your support and partnership this summer! We
appreciate your help in working together as a community of parents,
campers, and staff. At camp, we teach and live the Jewish value that
we are each responsible for one another. Your endorsement of all
camp policies in this Handbook is important for us. As you read
through this Handbook with your camper, please help them to
understand that the rules and boundaries are established to maintain
camp as a safe, fun and supportive environment for everyone!

L'Shalom,

Jodi Sperling, MSW (jsperling@mandeljcc.org)
Camp Director

Camp Life..

X . 1:00 PM Rest Hour
A Typical Day at Camp Wise 2:00PM  Period 3
: Chalutzim  Chugim (camper electives)
7:30 AM Boker Tovl (Good momingD) — onalim Free Swim
7:45 AM  Assembly Noar/Solel  Cabin Activity
8:00 AM  Breakfast 3:00PM  Period 4
. Chalutzim  Free Swim or Lake
8:45AM  Cabin Clean-up Ohalim Cabin Activity
9:15 AM Period 1 Noar/Solel  Chugim (camper electives)
Chalutzim  Chugim (camper electives)  4.00 Pm Period 5
Ohalim InstruActionaI Swim ‘ Chalutzim  Cabin Activity
Noar Chugim (camper electives)  pajim Chugim (camper electives)
Solel Solel activity period Noar/Solel  Free Swim
10:30 AM  Period 2 , 5:00 PM  Chofesh (free choice)
Chalutzim Instructional Swim )
Chalim Chugim (camper electives)y ~ 6:00 PM Dinner
Noar/Solel  Chugim (Camper electives)  7.30 pM Evening Program & Snack

11:30 Village Time
12:00 PM  Lunch

9:15-10:30 PM Lila Tov! (Good night!)
Cabin Time and Lights Out
(varies by age)

Choosing activities

Each day at Camp Wise, campers have a balance of chugs (hobbies) — activities they've selected individually,
and cabin activities — a pre-assigned rotation of every cabin to every activity in camp. This way, campers are able to
specialize in areas of interest, while trying everything at least once. Campers select their chugs on the first day of
camp with the help of their counselors. We do our best to make sure every camper gets several of their first choices.
Chofesh (free time) is an hour each day when all activities are open and campers can choose daily where they
want to go. Our one and two-week programs are not long enough for campers to try everything, but their “taste of
camp” offers them many options. During the 4-week session campers in our younger villages have the opportunity to
switch their chugs after two weeks.

Swim Lessons

All Chalutzim and Ohalim campers (2nd-7th graders) are reguired to participate in American Red Cross swim
lessons in our heated pool every other day. Upon completion of a full camp session (3 or 4 weeks), campers will
receive swim level cards in the mail.

Trips and Spending Money (This does not apply to Solel campers)

Every village leaves camp once each session for a day trip. The destination can be an amusement park, water
park, sporting event or similar activity, and the location and date is a surprise for the campers. Noar campers (8th &
9th graders) will also leave camp once during the session for an overnight camping experience in Mohican State Park.
Anytime campers leave camp they are under the close supervision of our staff. There is no need for campers to
have any money with them at camp. That said, often campers do bring a small amount of spending money ($5-$10)
for their day trip. Camp does not take responsibility for money campers bring to camp.



More Camp Life

Activities

e

Sports Water Sports  Arts & Culture Outdoor \
e Archery * Swimming ® Arts & Crafts Adventure
» Horsebback Riding  * Canoeing * Pottery * Teva (nature)
* Mountain Biking * Kayaking * Tie-dlye e Llow Ropes H‘
® Soccer » Boarding * Jewelry-making e High Ropes
* Hockey * Banana-boating  ® Drama * Climbing Tower
e Tennis * Agua Jump e Guitar o \ertical
* Basketball e Jet Skiing ¢ Dance Playground
e Ultimate Fristbee * |ceberg e Radio * Giant Swing
e Softoall/Baseball * Blob ¢ Video * Ovemights t
* Kickball *» Water Skiing * Israeli Culture * Hiking \
* Ga-Ga * Newspaper * Gardening s
* Mini-Golf
* Yoga
* Lacrosse
Accreditation

Camp Wise has earned “Accredited Camp” status from the American Camp Association (ACA). Approximately
95% of the resident camps in the United States have achieved this distinction. The ACA requires a close review of
every facet of camp operation, including staffing, facility, program, medical, emergency, food service and other
standards. There is a full on-site inspection conducted every three years.

Cabins

Cabin assignments are given out once campers arrive at camp. Cabins are assigned based on a camper’s
grade, their school, if they've attended camp before, their interests, and many other factors. Campers can
request one cabin mate but we do not guarantee that we can meet these requests, and cabins are assigned
based on the best interests of the group. We do our best to place each camper with one requested friend, and
mutual requests are given priority. We do not accept negative cabin requests (i.e. My child cannot be placed with.. ).

Birthdays at Camp

Birthdays are so much fun at Camp Wise! If your child’s birthday is at camp, we will provide a birthday cake and
celebration for them. On your child’s birthday we allow you to call and speak to your child (please call ahead of
time to arrange), and we will make sure that any non-food birthday packages are delivered that day.

Bar and Bat Mitzvah Training

Weekly Bar/Bat Mitzvah Training is a complimentary service offered to any child whose Bar/Bat Mitzvah is within
six months of camp. Please send copies of all materials with your child and call us to arrange tutoring for your

child by May 1, 2011.

Jewish life at Camp Wise

Wise offers campers the opportunity to experience the warmth and joy of living as part of a vibrant Jewish
community. It is our goal to integrate positive Jewish identification, Jewish values and a connection to Israel into the
total camp experience. This is done through informal educational programming, Israeli staff, Jewish music, and
community rituals. Shabbat, in particular, is a beautiful, almost magical experience at camp, when the schedule
changes to allow for mere relaxing, singing, and playing. Each village of campers has the opportunity to lead a Shabbat
for the entire camp, and campers all play an active role. Camp Wise is a Kosher facility.



Transportation

Transportation

The camping experience
begins with the bus ride,
and whenever possible all
campers ride the buses to

and from the city closest to

their home. We require a
completed transportation
form for every camper
attending camp.

Locations:

Beachwood

The Mandel JCC

926001 S. Woodland Road
Beachwood, OH 441929

Akron/Canton
Akron JCC

750 White Pond Drive
Akron, OH 44320

Toledo*

Toledo JCC

6465 Sylvania
Sylvania, OH 43560

Columbus

Leo Yassenoff JCC
1125 College Ave.
Columbus, OH 43209

Dayton*

Dayton JCC

595 Versailles
Centerville, OH 45459

Youngstown*
Youngstown JCC
505 Gypsy Lane
Youngstown, OH 44505

Cincinnati*
Cincinnati JCC

8485 Ridge Road
Cincinnati, OH 44505

Departures:
First Session June 19
Rishon | June 19
Rishon |l July 3
Second Session July 19
Echad July 19
Rishon Il July 26

Please be sure to arrive at the
bus location at least 30 MINUTES
BEFORE departure time. Buses
will not wait for late campers

1:00 PM

12:30 PM

10:45 AM

10:30 AM

8:45 AM

12:30 PM

8:30 AM

Returns:

Rishon | July 3
Rishon |1 July 17
First Session July 17
Echad July 26
Rishon |l Aug 8

Second Session  Aug 8

Please be sure to artive at the

bus location 15 minutes pricr to

approximate bus arrival time.

10:15 AM

10:00 AM

11:15 AM

11:30 AM

1:00 PM

10:30 AM

1:30 PM

* Dayton, Toledo, Cincinnati and Youngstown bus service will be based on numbers
of campers. We will let you know if these buses are running.



How to Pack & When fo Visit




